
2010 Tentative Program Schedule 

The September meeting was called to or-

der by President Steve Stortz and a motion 

was made and passed to accept the min-

utes of the August meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Balance of 

$4999.09 

Librarian’s Report:  

Keep up on the returns. 

Secretary/Editor:   The Secretary/Editor 

will be absent for the next two general 

meetings ( Oct. & Nov. ). Going “down 

under” on a walkabout.  There will be no 

MDWCC newsletter in November.  A 

meeting reminder will be sent to all mem-

bers for the November meeting. 

Programs: The October meeting pro-

gram will on Tool Sharpening.  Everett 

Ellenwood will be the presenter.   

The November program will be the sec-

ond of three sessions on the complete 

carving of a Canvasback decoy.  Tom 

Flemming will continue to take us 

through the process.   

Old Business:   

Pat Godin Seminar will take place at 

Hope Lutheran Church on October 16th.  

See insert for further details.  

Game Fair 2010– Tom Flemming 

thanked all those who volunteered at this 

year’s Game Fair. Overall gate attendance 

seemed to be down this year. 

Canvasback Project—Tom handed 

out glass eyes, study bills, and a pat-

tern for those participating. More 

bills have been ordered. 

  

      Pat Godin  

“Painting a Hen Mallard”                    

             October 16th   

     8:00 AM—5:00 PM 

     Hope Lutheran Church  

     5728 Cedar Ave. So. 

     Mpls., MN 

    MDWCC members cost: 

   $20.00—Includes lunch 

Oct. 5th reservation deadline! 

Members can make payments 

at the general meeting. 

Checks payable to MDWCC.  

Space is filling up fast. 

Contacts: 

Tom Flemming  952.446.8226 

Steve Froelich    612.859.8836 

MDWCC Officers 

2010 

          President                             

Steve Stortz  763.360.8123 

 

       Vice President 

Frank Beery     612.724.4188 

 

   Treasurer/Membership 

 Bruce Bauer     952.471.9084 

 

     Secretary/Editor 

 Donn Mattsson  952.935.6910 

 

        Librarian 

 Todd Moucha  952.233.4038 

 

      Program  Chairs 

Tom Flemming  952.446.8226 

Steve Froelich  612.859.8836 

MDWCC website: 

www.mdwcc-carving-

club.com 

 

  

September Meeting Minutes 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

                      Next Meeting: 7:00 PM               

            October 5th 

                                 Program:   Tool                              

    Sharpening               

 Everett Ellenwood 

                     Hope Lutheran Church 

      5728 Cedar Ave. So. 

      Mpls.  MN 
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2010 Tentative Program Schedule 

                      Show & Tell 

      September Show & Tell 

Marv Meyer--antique Robert Ellis 
decoy 1880-1890’s vintage 

Donn Mattsson– Cinnamon Teal 
drake– smoothie, tupelo, unpainted 

Jim Bonham– 4 R.B. Mergansers– 2 
wh. Pine, 2 wh. Cedar, acrylics 

Curt Soine-2 Shorebirds: Avocet, 
Whimbrel 

Tom Kerr– Coot decoy-final paint-
ing 

Matt Gouette-cork hen mallard 

Jupe Houman– Myron McCasky(sp) 
antique Canvasback 

Ed Senninger– E. Bluebird, tupelo on 
basswood post, acrylics 

Mark Lau– 3 decoys to paint 

Tom Flemming– 2 Scaup, 2 Mallards, 

wh.cedar, hollowed, unpainted 

Frank Beery - Book on wood,  piece 

of New Zealand coery? Wood 

Todd Moucha– bucket tool 
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                                         Tom Flemming 

                       Canvasback Decoy Project  Part 1— Carving the head 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom makes 3 bandsaw cuts to cut out the 
head. The wood block must be squared 
when he traces the head pattern. The eyes 
should also be drilled prior to cutting.  The 
cuts: front, overhead, and finally the side 
profile. Notice where he stops cutting so 
that the scrap pieces don’t come off until he 
finishes the third cut. See side profile on the 

right. 

Tom starts with the carving of the bill.  Using his pattern, a study bill for accuracy, along with calipers he 
sketches where the bill meets the head on the side profile(1). Next he pencils in the overhead view with cali-
pers and measurements taken from the study bill (2,3). He now knows where he can start removing wood with 

his power tool (4).  He uses 2 diamond drills—a cylinder and a flame shape— to work on the head.  

 

After starting with the top portion (5) Tom then cuts along the side profile to separate the bill from the face 
(6,7).  Notice on #7 that the bill has been shaped with a knife, but always stopping short of the central pencil 
line to avoid changing the profile of the bill. Notice the bottom of the bill and lower mandible (8).  The bill is 

now taking shape. 
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2010 Tentative Program Schedule 

 

September  program:  Canvasback Decoy Part 1 : carving the head 

The lower mandible is measured and cut with the diamond cylinder ( 9,10 ).  Next the tip of the bill is shaped 

(11) to prepare for the carving of the nail. 

 

 

 

 

 

The nail and the sides of the mandible are penciled in (12). The nail is carved with the flame shaped drill (13), 

and the sides of the bill are done with the diamond cylinder (14). 

Although the project is dealing with a working decoy carving that really wouldn’t include a lot of detail, Tom 

took the opportunity to show how he measures and carves out the nostrils for some of his more complicated 

birds. The study bill shows where the nostrils are located and the calipers help to put them exactly in the right 

spot (15). Once again the flame shaped drill bit is used to “lift” the nostril by undercutting (16, 17, 18 ). 

Tom will present part 2 at the November general meeting.  He will continue with the head and go from there. 
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